
Declaration of Independence 
 

Historical 

Background 

The Declaration of Independence was adopted by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776. By issuing this document, the 13 American colonies declared their 

independence from Great Britain. 

The committee responsible for writing the text of the Declaration of Independence included Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Robert R.Livingston, 

and Roger Sherman, with the actual writing delegated to Jefferson. 

 

 

 

 

 

Main ideas  

It laid the foundation for the principles of liberty, democracy, and human rights that shaped the American Revolution and the United States of America: 

1. Natural Rights: All individuals are endowed with certain unalienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, which are inherent to every 

human being and cannot be taken away. 

2. Government by Consent: the government derives its power from the consent of the governed and is established to protect the rights of the people, when a 

government fails to do so, the people have the right to alter or abolish it. 

3. Equality: All men are created equal. The notion of a hereditary monarchy or social hierarchy based on birthright is rejected and all individuals are equal before 

the law. 

 

 

 

 

 

Worldwide 

Impact 

The document has global significance as one of the most influential in history that has inspired other nations seeking independence and freedom, serving as an 

inspiration for independence movements, spreading democratic values, shaping diplomatic relations, influencing human rights discourse. 

1. Inspiration for Independence Movements around the World: The ideas of self-determination, individual rights, and government by consent. 

2. Spread of Democratic Values: Such principles as equality, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness contributed to the spread of democratic values globally.  

3. Influence on Human Rights: The inherent rights of individuals and the idea that governments exist to protect those rights helped shaping the development of 

international human rights standards creating subsequent documents such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Criticism Despite its overwhelmingly positive impact on history, the Declaration of Independence was also a product of its time and bears some of the shortcomings of its era, 

including sexism, racism and prejudice against Native Americans: 

1. Limited Scope of Equality: The principle "all men are created equal" did not extend to all individuals at the time: slaves, women and indigenous peoples were 

not considered equal in the eyes of the law.  

2. Rhetoric vs. Reality: The lofty language and ideals did not always align with the actions of American governments. This criticism highlights the hypocrisy 

between the principles in the Declaration and their implementation. 

3. Lack of Specificity: This concise document outlines basic principles not providing detailed solutions to the challenges. 

 

 


